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or screams, the summary reaction on mother's part soon teaches
him to hold such an impulse in check. He learns so young not
to do this sort of thing that, as he grows older, he has no memory
of ever having yielded to such an impulse. He has learned to
control his emotions, and the development of his emotional
brakes has become so definite and decided that the very thing
that might have spoiled his life has become his greatest asset,
in that it has developed a strength of character that he otherwise
might never have had.
Weaknesses Made Strong. The child who begins to pout
and back up in a corner and will do nothing finds so early that
the results are only loneliness and that the happy family goes on
without her that she soon coaxes her better feelings into the
ascendancy, and this so often that by and by the unhappy com-
plex falls into harmless disuse, and she either forgets that she
ever had such an impulse or has learned to control it automati-
cally without thought or effort. The timid, bashful child, in be-
ing allowed very early in her life to do positive things in the way
of helping mother, buttoning her own clothes, cutting out and
, making things, will, in the delight of accomplishment, develop
an initiative and a sense of ability that will crowd out the sense
of weakness that might later have developed into an inferiority
complex. The irritable, fretful, nervous child who would develop
into a whining, unhappy, self-centered individual will, if care-
ful attention is paid to his physical program and he is kept in
cheerful, happy surroundings, with the example continuously
before him of serenity and poise on mother's part, tend to de-
velop nerve stability. And this will prevent the indulgence of a
habit that would in later life have become so a part of his per-
sonality as to make him a most disagreeable individual. This
initial training will have been carried on so early that he will
never have any memory of it, and by constant disuse the un-
happy thing will have largely died out of his make-up.
Influence of His Elders. Exit in spite of type there is no
question that baby becomes, to a very great extent, a replica of
his elders. He is continually attempting to imitate what he sees
about him. If he sees temper, stubbornness, fretfulness, whin-
ing, and irritability displayed, any such tendencies on his part